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PRESENTATION OF 4TH COLLOQUIUM OF THE IASH. 

 

 

n Europe, the question of Islam has known several levels since the beginning of 

contemporary time. We talked about Islam of the first generation or traditional 

Islam which were associated with the culture of the immigrants. With the second, 

the third even the fourth generation in some countries, we are beginning to talk about the 

Islam of Europe not about the Islam in Europe. This is essential to note the nuance between 

these two expressions. Worried of becoming integrated into the societies in which they were 

born and in which they live, the young Muslims of this new generation claim at the same 

time their Muslim faith and their membership in the western culture. 

Since the 1st January  2007, the European Union has 27 members and more than 500 

million inhabitants. According to the Central Research Institute of the Archives of Islam 

based in Germany, they are more than 53 million Muslims in Europe including 14 million 

Muslims in the European Union. 

However, this greater number of believer is only increasing the fear of the other 

citizens towards the Muslims. Indeed, we notice a marginalization of the European citizens 

of Muslim confession particularly with a social exclusion and an alienation, according to the 

EUMC (European Monitoring Center on racism and xenophobia). Let us add to that an 

intolerance toward this population with customs slightly different. 

Since the 9/11, 2001, the favorite headlines of the newspapers of some European 

journalists contain an element in touch with Islam. Indeed, a few months ago in France, 

Muslim women hit the headlines and were at the center of animated public debates. These 

last ones are indicated by the majority of the Westerners as being victims of the oppression 

attributed to the Islam. It is obvious that Islam gives and requires a great respect for women. 

Thus, to confront these attacks, measures of legal and professional actions of the Moslem 

media are needed. Also, cooperation between the Muslim media and the European media is 

essential in front of this spread of false images of the Islam. 
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So we can speak about the Swiss legislation establishes against the construction of 

minarets on the Helvetian territory, another example of intolerance of some Europeans 

towards the Muslims. However, we noticed that the problem of construction of minarets 

served only a cover hiding the fears of some Swiss towards the spread of Islam. Indeed, the 

debate was not focused on the problem of minarets but rather on the presence and the 

sharp increasing of the faithful Muslims in Switzerland. 

Then, the presence and the spread of Islam in Europe is responsible of a huge anxiety 

especially since September 11th. According to a report from the European Parliament, a 

shock of civilizations happened between the West and the East since this date. This shock is 

due to differences related to national, cultural, linguistic aspects and especially religious, so 

it has generated an Islamophobia and an Occidento phobia. So, it is essential that the 

Muslim European, intellectuals or not, make a commitment to face this rise of intolerance, 

discriminations and phobias. 

Moreover, Western Medias constitute the main factors in the building of Islam’s 

wrong image. Through conveyed images, repetition of false ideas, media contribute to the 

building of a negative Islam in Europe. 

             The cinema is powerful because it can influence individuals ‘opinion easily. The image 

of the "Muslims" in movies and on TV-shows  has quite always been exaggerated and 

caricaturized. Since September 11th, Muslims in the cinema are very often associated with 

negative stereotypes related to terrorism. 

Unfortunately, this false image starts to be expressed during the childhood. Indeed in 

the European countries, study programs related to the Islam History and the Muslim world 

are particularly wrong. We speak about jihad, which we can easily translate by "holy war", so 

by attributing it a military meaning. Therefore, the sense of jihad, understood by a western 

opinion, is completely wrong. Thus cultural associations, research centers and European 

intellectuals have a major duty with regard to the learning of Islam History through 

education and Medias. 

THE EUMC (The European Monitoring Center on racism and xenophobia) published in 

2006 a report about the islamophobia in Europe highlighting the discrimination which the 

against European Muslims and related to employment, the housing and violence linked to 

Islamophobia which goes from verbal attacks to physical attacks. This alarming report is only 

getting worse because the image of Muslims is constantly damaged. 
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The population and generation magazine’s report, demonstrates that a quarter of 

immigrants ‘daughter or immigrants’ sons declare that they have already been victim of 

discrimination,  and 50 % of immigrants’ children from sub-Saharan Africa declared to have 

already been  victim of discrimination and 31% of immigrants ‘children from any origin. 

Concerning discrimination in housing, the Muslim population is especially 

concentrated in sensitive districts like URBAN DEVELOPMENT ZONES (ZUP in French) or ZUS 

(sensitive urban zone). So, according to the Observatory of inequalities and INSEE 

(NATIONAL INSTITUTE FOR STATISTICS AND ECONOMIC STUDIES), the inhabitants of these 

zones have a 30 % unemployment rate against a little more than 9 % at the national level. 

In front of Medias’ campaigns against Islam, it is imperative to take effective 

measures to fight any rise of islamophobia, and to facilitate a "living together ". 

The ISESCO (the Islamic Organization for Education, Sciences and Culture) 

emphasized, during a work plan (2006-2009), the necessity to fight any form of islamophobia 

in the Medias by making several activities using new information technologies and 

communication (NTIC).  The ISESCO aims particularly at strengthening, deepening and 

encouraging the cooperation between the states members of this organization, in the fields 

of education, sciences, culture and communication. It also wants to make people learn the 

authentic image of Islam and the Islamic culture. 

The WICS (World Islamic Call Society) is also trying to move closer countries from 

different cultures while lauding the place of Islam in the world. This association collaborates 

with other branches of United Nations such as the UNICEF or the UNESCO. This association 

grants a big importance for humanitarian causes worldwide and for the international 

projects, particularly for social development in developing countries. 

 The IASH (Avicenna, institute of the human sciences) is a private school, which 

coordinate its action of research and teaching with international, national, regional and local 

bodies of research. It is also a good place for dialogue and reflection, especially related with 

the various cultures and philosophies, to contribute to the cultural exchanges and dialogues 

between civilizations. 

 

These organizations are organizing the 4th annual colloquium entitled: 
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“Islam and media in Europe: How to face islamophobia?” 

 

This colloquium will gather a lot of  personalities from different countries and from 

various workplaces, especially in the field of technology of information and communication 

in order to analyze the Islam of Europe from the medias’ point of view.     

 The objectives of the colloquium: 

 

 Demonstrate the role of the Muslim media, Research centers and Muslim 

intellectuals to fight against Medias ‘campaigns. 

 The study of the intensification of relationship between the Muslim Medias 

and their European counterparts. 

 Exchange and cooperation between the media for the fight against the 

slanderous campaigns against Islam. 

 Putting in place a collective strategy (professional, political and legal) to 

manage and to face the rise of islamophobia. 

 The main axes of the colloquium: 

 Muslim media in Europe: their potential and their challenges 

 Measures of action of Muslim media in answer to campaigns led by western 

media against Islam and its symbols: legal and professional measures. 

 The role of Research centers on Islam in the West to correct the image of 

Islam and to contribute to the good of the “living together” 

 The role of the centers and the Muslim cultural associations in Europe to face 

the campaign of disinformation on Islam and the Muslim civilization. 

 Mobilize the cooperation between Muslim media and western media in the 

fight against stereotypes on Islam and Muslims. 

 The role of Intellectuals Muslims in the West to face Intolerance and 

discriminations towards Muslims and contribute to the good of the living 

together 

 Between Islamophobia and Occidentophobia: what commitment of the 

intellectuals is in Europe? 
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1st day: Monday, 7th June 2010 
 

 

9 am-10 am: opening session 

 Word from the president of Avicenna Institute of Lille (France). 

  Word from the representative of the association Dawa (WICS). 

  Word from the ISESCO 

  Word from Sir Ambassador of Qatar 

10 am-10.45 am: first session 

 The president of the session: Dr El Mahjoub BENSAID, specialist of the 

communication in the ISESCO  

 Presentation of the theme: 

Western media: what image is given to Islam? 

 

Today, media are not only a tool of information but also a tool of manipulation. They have a 

power of influence which can contribute to the development of disinformation. 

When it is about Islam as being a media object, Muslims are often victims of negative 

stereotypes conveyed by media. 

Media especially media from television use images, slogans, foreign events to speak about 

Muslims of Europe. 

 

Presented by Professor Bashir SEDDIQ 

International expert, UNESCO. 

 

10.45 am-11 am: coffee break 

11 am-1 pm: 2nd session 
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 President of the session: Dr ABDELATI EL CHETIOUI, Representative of the association 

DAWA (WICS) beside the ISESCO. 

 

Presentation of the subjects: 

 

“Muslim media in Europe: their potentials and their challenges.” 

In front of the media’s campaigns which contribute to the distribution of a negative image of 

Islam and Muslims, and the anxiety of European Muslim community in front of the increase 

of islamophobia and any shape of discrimination of which they are victims. 

 

Muslim media in Europe have to act to revalue the real image of the Muslim religion and 

highlight the values such as Peace and Tolerance. 

 

     The participants: representatives of the Islamic media in Europe: 

 Great Britain: Mohamed KAWAS ANB TV 

 France: Dr GHALEB Ben sheikh, Islamic emission on France 2 

 The Netherlands: Dr Abdelmadjid Khairoun islamic emission on holland TV 

 Spain: web Islam 

 Orient radio: Fawzi SHALAQ 

 Mohamed El HAMOUTI, Al Manar Radio (Brussels) 

 Dr Mohamed ELWAFI, Faculty of political science, Paris 

 Mohamed NABIL, reporter, film-maker, Germany 

 Peace TV, Jamaan Ali Zahrani (Saudi Arabia) 

 Mohamed QABLAOUI, Producer of TV, Sweden 

General discussion 

 1pm-3pm: lunch break 

 3pm-5pm: 3rd session: 
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 The president of the session: Professor Anas SHAQFA, president of the Muslim 

Community in Austria 

“The measures of action of Muslim media in answer to the campaigns led by 

western media against Islam and its symbols "(Legal and professional measures) 

Media have a crucial role in the constitution and the orientation of the international public 

opinion. 

The hostile theses to Islam have been spread more and more because of some western 

media which deform the image of Islam especially after the attacks of the 9/11 in the United 

States. 

 

Participants: 

 Haytam Elmanai, spokesman of the league of the Arabic committee of the human 

rights 

 Mater Salah ALMOKHTAR, president of the association of arab lawyers in Great 

Britain 

  Adli Abou hajar, President of the council of Muslim intellectuals of the Scandinavian 

countries 

 Ali Rhani, Pastel radio 

 Dr Anas sheikh, president of F.A.I.R. in Britain 

 Dr Tijani BOULAWI, the Netherlands 

 General discussion 

 

5 pm-5.15 pm: coffee break 

5.15 pm-6.30 pm: 4th session 

Presenter of the round table: Dr Mohamed BECHARI, president of the Avicenne institute of 

the human sciences in Lille, 

Round table about the theme: 
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“Role of the Research centers on Islam in the West to correct the image of Islam and to 

contribute to the good of living together” 

The research centers on Islam appear as a bibliography, gathering several studies and 

statistics on various subjects concerning Islam and Muslims. 

 

     Through the easy access to the documentation on the Muslim religion, the objective of 

research centers is to make known the real values of Islam as religion as well as the 

contribution of the Arab-Muslim civilization in the western civilization through its sciences, 

its art and its literatures (the golden age of Arab-Muslim civilization). 

Other objectives of research centers on Islam is to offer a training to everyone who is 

wishing to deepen the knowledge about Islam to revalue the image of Islam far away from 

the prejudices which are associated to it (terrorism, women’s condition.). This will contribute 

to the promotion of the religious variety within the European population. 

 

The participants: 

 Dr Mostaf ELHALWAJI, academic, ALAZHAR 

The image of the arab-muslim culture in the European school books 

 Mountassir HAMADA, reporter, Morocco 

The image of the Muslim in the movies 

 Dr Fawziya ELASHMAOUI, professor 

The means to avoid errors and negative stereotypes in the future 

 Dr Ahmed ABBADI, president of the oulemas mohammadienne league, Morocco 

The necessity of a ljtihad for the Western Muslims 

 

6.30pm-8.30pm: evening-debate: 

Between islamophobia and occidentophobia 

What is the commitment of the intellectuals in Europe? 
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Islamophobia and occidentophobia are the consequences of a break between two worlds: 

the arab-muslim world and the Western world. 

These two phenomena are the main obstacles to the intercultural dialogue, without which 

the cohabitation and the living together cannot be realised. 

 

First part 

 Vincent Geisser : Academic 

 Professor Hassan IQUISSEN, researcher and intellectual Muslim 

 Thomas DELTOMBE 

 Houari BOUAISSA, historian and intellectual Muslim 

 Dr Omero MARONGIO, sociologist 

 Siham ALNDALOUCI, associative activist 

 Dr Yahya YAHYAOUI (morocco) 

 Tariqu OUBROU, theologian, France 

2nd day: Tuesday, 8th June 2010 
 

 

9 am-11 am: 5th session 

The president of the session: Miss Ibtissam AUCHI, president of the union of the Arab 

schools in Britain 

Presentation of: 

“The role which have the centers and the Muslim cultural associations in Europe to face 

the campaigns of disinformation on Islam and the Muslim civilization” 

The Muslim associative fabric developed itself these last years. The Muslim associations are  

places of meetings and intercultural dialogues and do not limit themselves to the 

organization of the worship and the religious life. 
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These associations often organize debates, conferences, exhibitions to inform about the 

Muslim civilization. 

 Presented by Dr RAMEZ ZAKKAY, Albanian Institute of Islamic Thought & 

Civilization (AIITC). 

 

- Bekkay ELMRZAQ, Vice-president of the National Federation of the Muslims of France 

(NFMF). 

- DR Ahmed ADUBAYANE, rector of the Islamic center of London. 

- Cheikh Abou bakar, president of the european council of Tassauf, Belgium. 

- Cheikh Abou bakar, president of the center of arab studies, Portugal. 

- Dr yahya, union of the mosques in the Netherlands. 

- cheikh Youssef IBRAM, rector of the great mosque of Geneva. 

 

 General discussion 

11 am-11.15 am: break 

11.15 am-1.15 pm: 6th session 

 

Presenter of the round table: Professor Dr Mohamed ZIYADI, DEAN OF THE DAAWA 

FACULTY, LIBYA 

 

 Round table about the theme: 

“Mobilize the cooperation between Muslim media and western media in the fight 

against stereotypes on Islam and Muslims” 

 

To face these media campaigns against Islam, it is necessary to set up a strategy which is 

based on cooperation between Muslim media and western media. 

This cooperation comes to establish or to strengthen the links between these various 

institutions in the field of the technology of information and communication. 
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The participants: 

- SE Mr. Mohamed OUJAR, president of the ACHOUROUQ studies center, Morocco 

- Dr Yahya YAHYAOUI (Morocco) 

- Mohamed Nasser Jilani (chairman of the Tawasoul canal), Libya 

- Mohamed AICHI, editor of Al Jazeera english (Qatar) 

- Faysal Jaloul, editorial writer and president of the Arab association for the defence of 

the free expression. 

 

 General discussion 

1.30pm-3pm: lunch break 

6.30pm-8.30pm: evening debate: 

 

Between islamophobia and occidentophobia: 

What is the commitment of the intellectuals in Europe? 

 

 

Second part: 

 

 Vincent Geisser : academic 

 Professor Hassan IQUISSEN, Muslim researcher and intellectual 

 Thomas DELTOMBE, researcher 

 Houari BOUAISSA, Muslim historian and intellectual 

 Dr Omero MARONGIO, Sociologist  

 Siham ANDALOUCI, associative activist 

 Dr Yahya YAHYAOUI (Morocco) 

 Tariqu OUBROU, Theologist, France 

 

 

 3rd day: Wednesday, 9th June 2010 
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9 am-11 am: 4th session 

The president of the session: Dr Mostafa BENHAMZA, president of the Islamic council, Oujda, 

Morocco 

Presentation of: 

“The Role of the Muslim Intellectuals in West to face Intolerance and Discriminations 

towards Muslims and to contribute to the good of living together” 

 

Today the intercultural dialogue tries more and more to face the rise of extremism and 

intolerance. The intellectual have always had a role of reassurance and conciliation between 

the reason and the faith. 

With the 2nd and 3rd Muslim generation, there was qualitative and quantitative emergence 

of the intelligentsia which occupies political, economic and social posts of decisions. 

By their citizen integration and their sociopolitical commitment, these elites can be a bridge 

between both worlds: Muslim world and western world and a catalyst of a dialogue Islam-

west based on the respect of others. 

What speeches are we borrowing in front of all these changes and sociocultural 

transformations of our societies? What commitments can our elites take in front of dilemma 

of European citizenship and Muslim identity? What new social contract proposed by our 

elites? What relation is necessary to weave between Muslim elite and European elite? 

The participants: 

 Dr Salem Abdeljalil, ALAZHAR       

 Dr Khalid HAJJI, academic, Germany   

 Dr Sadekk SELLAM, Islamologue, France         

 Dr Mostafa MRABET, Morocco            

 Dr Mohamed ZIYADI, Dean of the Daawa faculty, Libya 

 Dr Abdelmadjid NAJJAR, academic, FRANCE 
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Ending session: 

The president of the session: Dr El Mahjoub BENSAID, expert in communication in 

the ISESCO 

 Presentation of the final report and the recommendations 

 Words of the end 

 

 

 


